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HOUSE BI LL 2583

State of WAshi ngt on 56th Legislature 2000 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Schindler, Lovick, Melke, Gonbosky, Lanbert, Esser,
Wensman, Thomas, Benson, Morris, Haigh, Dunn and Hur st

Read first time 01/17/2000. Referred to Cormittee on Transportation.

AN ACT Relating to disclosure of vehicle license information;
amendi ng RCW 46.12.380 and 46.12.390; reenacting and anending RCW
46. 12. 370; and addi ng a new section to chapter 46.12 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 46.12 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The registered owner of a vehicle may forbid the departnent
fromdi sclosing the vehicle licensing record if the registered owner is
not a business entity. The vehicle's registered owner nust provide the
departnment with witten notification of the prohibition. If a
qualifying vehicle's regi stered owner provi des the witten
notification, the departnment may not release the vehicle |icensing
record except as all owed under RCW 46.12. 370 and 46. 52. 030.

(2) The registered owner of a vehicle may at any tinme prohibit the
departnent fromdi scl osing the vehicle |icensing record. Once received
by the departnent, the prohibition applies to the entire vehicle
i censing record and operates prospectively.

(a) Wien a vehicle's registered owner pays the annual |icense tab
fee on a vehicle the departnent shall provide the vehicle s registered

p. 1 HB 2583



© 00 N O Ol WDN P

[ = S S
a b WO N R O

16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37

owner the opportunity to issue a witten prohibition of disclosure of
the vehicle licensing record.

(b) I'f a person is a registered ower of nore than one vehicle and
wi shes to prohibit the disclosure of the vehicle licensing record for
each vehicle, he or she nust provide a separate witten notification to
the departnent for each vehicle.

(c) If a vehicle’s registered owner forbids the departnent from
di sclosing his or her vehicle licensing record, the prohibition on
disclosure is effective as long as the person owns the |icensed
vehi cl e.

(3) For purposes of this section "vehicle licensing record"” neans
t he nanme and address for one or nore regi stered owners of vehicles that
is linked to a vehicle record maintained by the departnent. Each
vehicle record and the associated nane and address information are a
separate vehicle licensing record.

Sec. 2. RCW46.12.370 and 1997 ¢ 432 s 6 and 1997 ¢ 33 s 1 are
each reenacted and anmended to read as foll ows:

(1) In addition to any other authority which it my have, the
departnment of licensing may furnish lists of registered and |ega
owners of ((#vter)) vehicles only for the purposes specified in this
section to:

((H)) (a) The manufacturers of ((mpeter)) vehicles, or their
aut hori zed agents, to be used to enable those manufacturers to carry
out the provisions of the National Traffic and Mdtor Vehicle Safety Act
of 1966 (15 U.S.C. sec. 1382-1418), including anendnents or additions
thereto, respecting safety-related defects in ((#oter)) vehicles;

((£2r)) (b) Any governmental agency of the United States or Canada,
or political subdivisions thereof, to be used by it or by its
aut hori zed commerci al agents or contractors only in connection with the
enforcenment of ((#eter)) vehicle or traffic laws by, or prograns
related to traffic safety of, that governnent agency. Only such parts
of the list as are required for conpletion of the work required of the
agent or contractor shall be provided to such agent or contractor;

((3))) (c) A commercial parking conpany requiring the nanes and
addresses of registered owners to notify them of outstandi ng parking
vi ol ati ons. Subject to the disclosure agreenent provisions of RCW
46. 12. 380 and the requirenents of Executive Order 97-01, the departnent
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may provide only the parts of the list that are required for conpletion
of the work required of the conpany;

((4))) (d) An authorized agent or contractor of the departnment, to
be used only in connection with providing ((meter)) vehicle ((exetse
tax;)) licensing, title, and registration information to notor vehicle
deal ers; or

((65))) (e) Any business regularly nmaking | oans to other persons to
finance the purchase of ((meter)) vehicles, to be used to assist the
person requesting the list to determ ne ownership of specific vehicles
for the purpose of determning whether or not to provide such
fi nanci ng.

((FAthe—-event)) (2) If a list of registered and | egal owners of
((meter)) vehicles is used for any purpose other than that authorized
in this section, including but not Ilimted to the disclosure of the
information to a third party except as authorized under subsection
(1)(d) of this section, the manufacturer, governnental agency,
commerci al parking conpany, authorized agent, contractor, financia
institution, or their authorized agents or contractors responsible for
t he unaut hori zed di scl osure or use wll be.

(a) Denied further access to such information by the departnent of
i censing; and

(b) Subject to the penalty provisions of RCWA46.12.390.

Sec. 3. RCW46.12.380 and 1995 ¢ 254 s 10 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Notwithstanding the provisions of chapter 42.17 RCW the nane
or address of an individual vehicle owner shall not be rel eased by the
departnment, county auditor, or agency or firm authorized by the
depart nent except under the foll ow ng circunstances:

(a) The requesting party is a business entity that requests the
information for use in the course of business. For purposes of this
section "course of business" does not include the sale or other
distribution of a vehicle’'s registered owner’s nane or address to
anot her person whose identity is not disclosed to the disclosing entity
in the request or disclosure agreenent;

(b) The request is a witten request that is signed by the person
requesting disclosure that contains the full |egal nanme and address of
the requesting party, that specifies the purpose for which the
information will be used; ((and))
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(c) The requesting party enters into a disclosure agreenent with
the departnment in which the party prom ses that the party will use the
information only for the purpose stated in the request for the
information; and that the party does not intend to use, or facilitate
the use of, the information for the purpose of nmaking any unsolicited
busi ness contact with a person naned in the disclosed information. The
term"unsolicited busi ness contact” neans a contact that is intended to
result in, or pronote, the sale of any goods or services to a person
named in the disclosed information. The term does not apply to
situations where the requesting party and such person have been
i nvol ved in a business transaction prior to the date of the disclosure
request and where the request is made in connection wth the
transacti on; _and

(d) The vehicle's registered owner has not exercised his or her
authority under section 1 of this act to prohibit the departnent or
other entity fromdisclosing the information.

(2) The disclosing entity shall retain the request for disclosure
for three years. "Disclosing entity" as used in this section neans the
person or entity that discloses the vehicle's registered owner’s nane
and address from a vehicle licensing record to another person or
entity.

(3) Whenever the disclosing entity grants a request for information
under this section by an attorney or private investigator, the
di sclosing entity shall provide notice to the vehicle owner, to whom
the informati on applies, that the request has been granted. The notice
al so shall contain the nane and address of the requesting party.

(4) Any person who is furnished vehicle owner information under
this section shall be responsible for assuring that the information
furnished is not used for a purpose contrary to the agreenent between
the person and the departnent. |f the person supplies vehicle owner
information to a third person, that person shall provide notice to the
vehicle’'s registered owner to whom the information applies that the
informati on has been disclosed. The notice nust also contain the nane
and address of the requesting party.

(5) This section shall not apply to requests for information by
governnental entities or requests that may be granted under any ot her
provision of this title expressly authorizing the disclosure of the
names or addresses of vehicle owners.
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(6) This section shall not apply to title history information under
RCW 19. 118. 170.

(7) 1f the departnent or other entity or person discloses nane and
address information of a vehicle's registered owner in violation of the
terme of RCW 46.12.390, 46.12.380, or 46.12.370, the vehicle’'s
regi stered owner may bring a civil action against the disclosing entity

for damages as a result of the violation. |If the vehicle' s reqgistered
owner prevails, he or she nust be allowed a reasonable attorney’'s fee
and costs as determ ned by the court. |f the departnent or other

entity or person discloses information as provided under RCW46. 12. 390,
46.12.380, or 46.12.370, and the receiver of the information then
discloses the information in violation of one or nore of those
sections, the vehicle's registered owner may not bring a civil action
agai nst the departnent, person, or entity that originally disclosed the
i nformati on.

Sec. 4. RCWA46.12.390 and 1990 ¢ 232 s 3 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The departnment may review the activities of a person who
receives vehicle record information to ensure conpliance with the
[imtations inposed on the use of the information. The depart nent
shal | suspend or revoke for up to five years the privilege of obtaining
vehicle record information of a person found to be in violation of
chapter 42.17 RCW this chapter, or a disclosure agreenent executed
wi th the departnent.

(2) I'n addition to the penalty in subsection (1) of this section:

(a) The unauthorized disclosure of information from a departnent
vehicle record; or

(b) The use of a false representation to obtain information from
the departnent’s vehicle records; or

(c) The use of information obtained from the departnent vehicle
records for a purpose other than what is stated in the request for
information or in the disclosure agreenent executed wth the
departnent; or

(d) The sale or other distribution of any vehicle owner nane or
address to anot her person not disclosed to the disclosing entity in the
request or disclosure agreenent
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1 is a gross m sdeneanor punishable by a fine not to exceed ten thousand
2 dollars, or by inprisonnent in a county jail not to exceed one year, or
3 by both such fine and inprisonnent for each violation.

~-- END ---

HB 2583 p. 6



